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THE LONGING FOR 
COMMUNITY

C A R O L Y N  B A K E R 

People use drugs, legal and illegal, because 
their lives are intolerably painful or dull. They 
hate their work and fi nd no rest in their leisure. 
They are estranged from their families and their 

neighbors. It should tell us something that in healthy so-
cieties drug use is celebrative, convivial, and occasional, 
whereas among us it is lonely, shameful, and addictive. We 
need drugs, apparently, because we have lost each other.
-- Wendell Berry

As I travel throughout the United States, as I en-
gage in life coaching with clients, and as I read emails and 
blog comments sent to me 
by readers, the bedrock is-
sue that continues to emerge 
is the longing for commu-
nity. I often hear remark-
able success stories of how 
a community of individuals 
has come together to accom-
plish a milestone project or 
support each other in disas-
ter. And while my heart is 
warmed by these stories, my 
heart is more often broken 
by the litany of complaints I 
hear about failed attempts to 
create community.

I need not remind 
the reader of our history as 
inhabitants of Western civi-
lization, founded as it was 
on the mythology of rugged 
individualism, Horatio Alg-
er, and the American Dream. 
Nor is it necessary to list ex-
amples of indigenous com-
munities where people have 
harmoniously lived together 
for thousands of years.

What may be necessary, however, is to clarify the 
defi nition of community in order to modify our expecta-
tions and strive more realistically to achieve it.

It may be useful to fi rst notice what community 
is not. 1. Community should not be narrowly defi ned as a 
group of people living together sharing space and resourc-
es. “Community” is not synonymous with “eco-village” 
although it can be. 2. Community is not a context in which 
everyone must agree. A healthy community consists of di-
verse people and divergent opinions.

One’s community may be defi ned as a circle of 
close friends who over time have consistently given and 
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Earth Community, by 
contrast, organizes by 

partnership, unleashes 
the human potential 

for creative co-
operation, and shares 
resources and surpluses 

for the good of all.
-- Carolyn Baker

received support. Likewise, a community may be a group 
of neighbors who care deeply about each others’ well be-
ing and who may or may not engage in community proj-
ects together. One may or may not have personal contact 
with the rest of the community on a regular basis but may 
be confi dent that if one is in need, the community will be 
there to provide support. The structure of some commu-
nities consists of an annual or semi-annual gathering in 
which members have face-to-face contact at those times 
with much more email or phone contact between gather-
ings.

For those readers seeking to inhabit or establish 
an eco-village, Diana Leafe Christian has written exten-
sively about creating healthy living communities in her 
two remarkable books, Finding Community and Creating 
A Life Together. Her work offers magnifi cent tools for cre-
ating intentional communities and dealing effectively with 
confl ict.

What I’m explor-
ing here is not so much 
the exact structure of a 
community, but rather, the 
deeper sense of commu-
nity that humans crave and 
create as a foundation for 
the literal manifestations 
of community they may 
ultimately devise. In other 
words, what does com-
munity mean to the soul, 
the psyche, the deeper self 
within us? If we do not at-
tend to this aspect of com-
munity, for all of the osten-
sible successes the commu-
nity may have achieved, its 
members may feel vaguely 
unsatisfi ed or in some cas-
es, may divest their energy 
from the community and 
move on.

It is possible to be 
in agreement intellectually 
and philosophically on any 
number of issues but still 
not be connected. In fact, 

this may be one reason why many experiments in com-
munity fail. People are connected in a horizontal manner 
with one another, but they are not connected to the depths 
of something more profound and expansive than the indi-
vidual ego. The issue that any community must address, 
consciously or unconsciously, is whether or not they de-
sire to be connected on a soul level. In many communities 
such as a group of neighbors who are working together 
to eliminate litter and beautify their streets, the desire for 
soul-level connection may not be a priority. Their inten-
tion is highly focused and possibly time-limited.

In other contexts a community may consciously 
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seek a connection with the depths. Invariably, this opens 
the way for intimacy through opening the heart not only 
to each other but to something greater than any individu-
al or the group itself. However, a longing for connection 
with the depths is both enchanting and edgy because when 
people are interacting with one another, not to mention 
swimming in the depths together, they will invariably be 
triggered by their interactions and by whatever a connec-
tion with the deeper self evokes for them. This is another 
way of saying that when our hearts open, so does another 
part of us, the shadow.

The shadow is a word fi rst used by psychologist 
Carl Jung to describe an unconscious part of the psyche 
that we disown or insist is “not me.” It consists of aspects 
of ourselves of which we are unaware—some of which 
may range from unequivocally repugnant to virtually an-
gelic. A majority of communities fail because they do not 
grasp the necessity of doing shadow work or lack the skills 
for doing it. The shadow eventually emerges, or perhaps 
erupts, in all meaningful human relationships, and shadow 
work must be done both internally and externally when-
ever people are interacting or living in community.

When someone says or does something with which 
we feel some discomfort, we must check in with ourselves 
and fi rst of all notice the feelings we experience—disap-
pointment, anger, hurt, fear, or any other emotion. Before 
blaming the other person or becoming offended, it is use-
ful to ask oneself what one’s own part in the interaction 
might be. For example: How might I have participated in 
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creating this interaction? This requires an honest effort to 
look within and ponder the situation, and the answer may 
not come through the intellect. However, if we are willing 
to stay with the feelings and the question of “what is my 
part?” we may discover a signifi cant piece of the shadow 
that is asking for our attention.

Usually, our fi rst reaction when we experience a 
miscommunication or an uncomfortable exchange is to at-
tempt to “fi x” it by dialoguing with the person(s) involved. 
While communicating directly with the other about the ex-
change may be necessary at some point, we rarely engage 
ourselves in the process fi rst. That is to say, it is generally 
more useful to explore what is happening inside of our-
selves fi rst before dialoguing further with the other person. 
We can do this by simply staying with the question: What 
is my part in this? To facilitate our exploration, we can 
write about the interaction, we can utilize some form of 
art such as drawing or painting, or we can go more deeply 
within through meditation or some type of inner listening.

Whenever confl ict arises, something is trying to 
be created within us and within the other person, or both. 
As our indigenous ancestors have always known, as pain-
ful as it may be, confl ict should be welcomed as a wise 
teacher in our lives and our communities. Soul often gen-
erates confl ict in order to create something more expan-
sive and to empower us to become larger persons. Rela-
tionships without confl ict are usually boring and lifeless, 
whereas confl ict in relationships breathes vitality and wis-
dom into the individuals involved, and if allowed, revered, 
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and listened to, can transform a single life as well as an 
entire community.
The Earth Community

In our discourse on community we often omit the 
earth community as the principal ally, mentor, and role 
model for establishing and maintaining a community of 
human beings. David Korten, author of The Great Turning 
and Agenda For A New Economy, contrasts the models of 
empire and earth community in his Yes Magazine article, 
“From Empire To Earth Community:” 

“We face a defi ning choice between two contrast-
ing models for organizing human affairs. Give them the 
generic names Empire and Earth Community. Absent 
an understanding of the history and implications of this 
choice, we may squander valuable time and resources on 
efforts to preserve or mend cultures and institutions that 
cannot be fi xed and must be replaced. Empire organizes 
by domination at all levels, from relations among nations 
to relations among family members. Empire brings for-
tune to the few, condemns the majority to misery and ser-
vitude, suppresses the creative potential of all, and appro-
priates much of the wealth of human societies to maintain 
the institutions of domination. Earth Community, by con-
trast, organizes by partnership, unleashes the human po-
tential for creative co-operation, and shares resources and 
surpluses for the good of all. Supporting evidence for the 
possibilities of Earth Community comes from the fi ndings 
of quantum physics, evolutionary biology, developmen-
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tal psychology, anthropology, archaeology, and religious 
mysticism. It was the human way before Empire; we must 
make a choice to re-learn how to live by its principles.”

In this reference to the earth community, Korten’s 
focus is on the model that the earth community provides 
humans who move away from hierarchical models toward 
partnership. Yet perhaps there is even more to glean from 
the earth community than the partnership model applied to 
human community.

Mathematical cosmologist Brian Swimme prolifi -
cally writes and teaches the necessity of being in relation-
ship with the earth community. What does this mean? Ac-
cording to Swimme: “What’s necessary is for us to under-
stand that, really, at the root of things is community. At the 
deepest level, that’s the center of things. We come out of 
community. So how then can we organize our economics 
so that it’s based on community, not accumulation? And 
how can we organize our religion to teach us about com-
munity? And when I say “community,” I mean the whole 
earth community. That’s the ultimate sacred domain—the 
earth community.”

How do you organize your technology so that as 
you use the technology, the actual use of it enhances the 
community? That’s a tough one. So long as we have this 
worldview in which the earth itself is just stuff, empty ma-
terial, and the individual is most important, then we’re set 
up to just use it in any way we like. So the idea is to move 
from thinking of the earth as a storehouse to seeing the 
earth as our matrix, our fundamental community. That’s 
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one of the great things about Darwin. Darwin shows us 
that everything is kin. Talk about spiritual insight! Every-
thing is kin at the level of genetic relatedness. 

Another simple way of saying this is: Let’s build 
a civilization that is based upon the reality of our relation-
ships. If we think of the human as being the top of this 
huge pyramid, then everything beneath us is of no value, 
and we can use it however we want. In the past, it wasn’t 
noticed so much because our infl uence was smaller. But 
now, we’ve become a planetary power. And suddenly the 
defects of that attitude are made present to us through the 
consequences of our actions.

A student of Thomas Berry, Swimme came to 
understand that the story of every human being paral-
lels in some fashion the story of the universe. Swimme 
notes: “Walt Whitman had an intuition about this when 
he said, ‘A leaf of grass is no less than the journeywork of 
the stars.’ And you think, how did he come up with that? 
Well, that’s called self-knowledge. In other words, a star 
gave birth to the elements that then assembled themselves 
in the form of Walt Whitman. So you could say that Walt 
Whitman had a deep memory of where he came from.”

“Likewise, when Einstein discovered the general 
theory of relativity, he discovered it from within. There 
was no data on the expansion of the universe or anything 
else. He said he just went into his own visceral move-
ments—a strange way of thinking about creativity—and 
he paid attention to what was going on within, and he gave 
birth to the gravitational equations we use now. This is 
what I think Whitman did. He penetrated the depth of his 
own bodily reality and had this intuition about stars. And 
we’ve now discovered the empirical details about this. I 
just love that—everybody comes out of the stars.”
What is the Soul of Community?

It is a desire to be connected with something great-
er than the egos of other people and the projects in which 
we might engage with them. Fundamentally, a successful 
human community is the unfolding of a spiritual dynamic. 
It cannot be contrived or made to happen. Rather, it erupts 
from our desire for the depths, and that desire is certain to 
organize the shadow in ourselves and others. If we follow 
our longing for community, we must be prepared to do our 
own shadow work and support others as they do theirs. Ul-
timately, we touch the soul of community when we savor 
our own personal story as the story of the universe and the 
earth community. The journey of authentic community is 
also a journey of healing which is guaranteed to take us 
deep into the inner world of our own demons and angels 
as well as those in the psyches of our community compan-
ions. For as Wendell Berry notes, “To be healed we must 
come with all the other creatures to the feast of Creation.”

While all of this may sound tedious and labori-
ous, and in fact it often is, the potential rewards are too 
momentous to ignore—being genuinely seen and lovingly 
held by the human and more than human community. Ar-
gue as we may that that would be too good to be true, fun-
damentally this is the soul of community, and something 

C O M M U N I T Y
in us refuses to stop longing for it. 

Carolyn Baker manages her website at www.carolynbaker.
net and is the author of Sacred Demise: Walking the Spiritual 
Path of Industrial Civilization’s Collapse, and Navigating the 
Coming Chaos: A Handbook for Inner Transition. She lives in 
Boulder, Colorado where she works with Transition Colorado. A 
former psychotherapist, she offers life coaching for people who 
want to live more resiliently in the present as they prepare for 
the future. Her forthcoming 2013 book is entitled, Collapsing 
Consciously: Transformative Truths for Turbulent Times. Caro-
lyn@carolynbaker.net. 
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M E D I A

IRAQ AND A FAILED 
MEDIA

J I M  N A U R E C K A S

The headline on a recent story by Washington Post 
media reporter Paul Farhi is: “On Iraq, Journal-
ists Didn’t Fail. They Just Didn’t Succeed.” To 
make that case, though, he has to redefi ne “fail-

ure” so far down that it’s hardly possible to avoid failing.
“Thousands of news stories and columns pub-

lished before the war described and debated the admin-
istration’s plans and statements, and not all of them were 
supportive,” he says. I suppose 
the North Korean media might 
fail by that standard, but few 
others.

“It wasn’t impossible 
for skeptics of the war to con-
nect the dots,” writes Fahri. It 
was not actually like the dysto-
pian novel 1984, where every 
scrap of contrary information 
went down the Memory Hole!

You know what, Paul 
Farhi? Skeptics are aware that 
it was possible to “connect the 
dots,” because they did so, in 
real time, citing the same ex-
ceptional journalists whom you 
now cite to prove that the me-
dia as a whole were doing their 
job.

But the real job of 
the media is not to sprinkle 1 
percent truth amidst 99 per-
cent bullshit, so that diligent 
researchers can search it out 
like Easter eggs. The job of the 
media is to present information 
so that when its audience con-
sumes it in the usual manner, 
that audience can get some sense of what reality is like. 
By this basic standard, the corporate media failed.

Farhi trots out journalists’ old, tired excuses for 
this failure: Condoleezza Rice’s talk of mushroom clouds 
and Colin Powell’s entirely dubious claims about WMDs 
“turned everyone irrational,” says the Post’s Walter Pin-
cus. “The consensus was universal,” says the L.A. Times’ 
Doyle McManus. Even if such claims were true, which 
they patently aren’t, what else would you call a media sys-
tem that responds to a crisis with irrational groupthink but 
a failure? 

A comforting streak of fatalism runs through 
Farhi’s piece. The idea that “a more confrontational press 
could have stopped the march into Iraq” is “wishful think-
ing,” he writes; it implies that “the media could single-

handedly override the president’s infl uence and that of 
other leaders.” Former Post executive editor Leonard 
Downie believes that “no amount of media skepticism 
would have stopped the administration. ‘We were going 
to war,’ he said.”

You may have thought that the corporate media 
outlets that are read, watched and listened to by cumula-
tively tens of millions of people are powerful shapers of 
public opinion, but this turns out to be false. How comfort-
ing the belief in the media’s powerlessness it must be to 
people who would otherwise fear they shared responsibil-
ity for the deaths of hundreds of thousands of people.

But Farhi does not just dispute that journalists 
have the power to change history; he has doubts about 
the ability of journalists to do journalism. Quoting Pin-
cus again: “If there’s disagreement inside the government 

about what’s true and what 
isn’t, how the hell can the press 
determine what’s true?”

It’s the kind of state-
ment that makes me won-
der why the Washington Post
doesn’t close up shop and 
recommend that people log 
in instead to the White House 
blog. If journalists can’t tell 
truth from falsehood, or at least 
move us closer in that direction, 
what are they doing besides re-
formatting press releases? 

But it’s really not im-
possible to distinguish credible 
from incredible claims. During 
his press-addling WMD perfor-
mance, Colin Powell declared: 
“It took years for Iraq to fi nally 
admit that it had produced four 
tons of the deadly nerve agent, 
VX….The admission only 
came out after inspectors col-
lected documentation as a re-
sult of the defection of Hussein 
Kamel, Saddam Hussein’s late 
son-in-law.” 

But as Newsweek (2/24/03) reported, Kamel had 
also said that “Iraq destroyed all its chemical and biologi-
cal weapons stocks and the missiles to deliver them.” Who 
quotes evidence so selectively, and deceptively? Someone 
who’s lying, that’s who (FAIR Media Advisory, 2/27/03). 

Or take Pincus’ piece from March 16, 2003, “U.S. 
Lacks Specifi cs on Banned Arms,” the most on-point of 
the Post pieces cited by Farhi to make his case that the 
Post’s pre-war performance “doesn’t sound like failure.” 
Even this piece didn’t come out and say that anyone 
thought there were no WMDs to be found, only that “U.S. 
intelligence agencies have been unable to give Congress 
or the Pentagon specifi c information about the amounts of 
banned weapons or where they are hidden.” And because 
the truth, as Churchill put it, must be accompanied by a 

It’s the kind of 
statement that makes 

me wonder why 
the Washington Post 

doesn’t close up shop 
and recommend 

that people log in 
instead to the 

White House blog.
-- Jim Naureckas
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bodyguard of lies, Pincus provided the administration’s 
comeback:

“Although senior intelligence offi cials said they 
are convinced Iraq is hiding weapons of mass destruction, 
they feel they will not be able to prove it until after an 
invasion, when U.S. military forces and weapons analysts 
would have unrestricted access. These offi cials said the 
administration is withholding some of the best intelligence 
on suspected Iraqi weapons--uncertain as it is--from UN 
weapons inspectors in anticipation of war.”

Right, the Bush administration could have pointed 
out where those weapons were hidden, if they had wanted 
to. Would you trust a reporter who swallowed this expla-
nation to watch your car?

And here’s what passes for dissenting opinion in 
what may be the Post’s single best example of not failing 
to be properly skeptical of administration WMD claims: 
“Some offi cials charge the administration is not interested 
in helping the inspectors discover weapons because a dis-
covery could bolster supporters in the UN Security Coun-
cil of continued inspections and undermine the adminis-
tration’s case for war.”

Farhi also has an argument about how reporters 
were hemmed in by journalistic standards, a version of 
his colleague David Ignatius’ line (4/27/04) that “the me-
dia were victims of their own professionalism” (Extra!, 
11/12/04). Here’s Farhi: 

“Congress’s unwillingness to stand up to the presi-
dent was critical…There were no hearings that could have 
featured skeptical government experts disputing the offi -
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cial line…Administration offi cials hogged media attention 
with scary, on-the-record statements. On the other side, 
there were few authoritative sources countering them. 
Even Al Gore believed that Iraq had WMDs…Pincus and 
other reporters found people in the intelligence commu-
nity who questioned the administration’s case. But those 
with the most knowledge about classifi ed material were 
unwilling to be identifi ed publicly. And while anonymous 
sources are fi ne for suggesting the presence of smoke, they 
don’t cinch the case for fi re.” 

You’ll notice the common thread here: A lack of 
“government experts,” “authoritative sources” (like Al 
Gore!) or on-the-record secret agents. Journalists wanted 
to write fair, balanced journalism, but they just couldn’t 
fi nd enough people in the government who would tell 
them that the government was lying.

Meanwhile, there were millions of people march-
ing in the streets, holding vigils, signing petitions, calling 
and writing their representatives, all in an effort to stop 
the war. These people had leaders, journalists, experts they 
relied on, the very people who had been “connecting the 
dots” left by Farhi’s non-failing media.

Did media give a platform to these folks, who, 
aside from representing a signifi cant segment of public 
opinion, had the not-inconsiderable virtue of being right? 
No, they deliberately turned their back on them. Out of 393 
sources who discussed the prospect of war on the ABC, 
CBS, NBC and PBS evening news shows from January 
30 until February 12, 2003, according to a FAIR study 
(3/18/03), “only three (less than 1 percent) were identifi ed 
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with organized protests or anti-war groups.”

“If you want to say the press failed, you have to 
ask, what was the press supposed to do?” the Wall Street 
Journal’s Gerald Seib told Farhi. Well, it was supposed to 
provide the accurate information and the space for pub-
lic debate that democracy requires. But by the account of 
Farhi and his sources, corporate media never had any in-
tention of doing either of these things. It’s hard to say that 
the press failed at something it never tried to do in the fi rst 
place. 

Jim Naureckas is the editor of Extra!, FAIR’s bimonthly jour-
nal of media criticism. He is the co-author of The Way Things 
Aren’t: Rush Limbaugh’s Reign of Error, and co-editor of The 
FAIR Reader: An Extra! Review of Press and Politics in the ‘90s. 
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Aug 2 – 8pm |  “A  TRIBUTE TO MOTOWN”:  The Five Tempting Men Temptation Revue, 3 Diamonds Tribute to the Supremes and special guest MC 
Robert Gordy. Early-bird tickets purchased before July 4:  $45 preferred seating and VIP reception / $25 general admission.  Tickets purchased after 
July 4:  $55 and $35.  Information and tickets available beginning May 20 at Tix.com.  Cash only at the door

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MAY - AUG

May 10 – 8pm | GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT:  “Lars and the Real Girl (2007)” starring RYAN GOSLING.  $8 cash at the door. 

May 11 – 8pm | GOLDEN STATE POPS SALUTES: “VARÈSE SARABANDE RECORDS 35TH ANNIVERSARY”  $22.50 - $60  gspo.com

May 18 – 7pm |  “BLUE GOD”:  Face2Face Productions and Faithway Baptist Church $28 / $38 inglewoodtickets.com

May 19 – 2pm | “TRIBUTE TO DON HO AND THE ALIIS!”  $35 (incl VIP reception) / $25 mannylagod.com

May 29 – 6pm | “THE CCOLLANAN PACHACAMAC TETRALOGY” Admission FREE!  yuyanapaq.com

June 8 – 2pm | SLEEPING BEAUTY RECITAL:  San Pedro Ballet School sanpedroballetschool.com  310.732.1861

June 14 – 8pm | GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT:  Our monthly fi lm series for ladies and their friends Title TBA.  $8 cash at the door

June 15 – 8pm | “MUSIC FROM THE STAR WARS UNIVERSE”:  Golden State Pops Orchestra $22.50 - $60  GSPO.com

June 28 thru June 30 | “OLIVER!”:  Encore Entertainers $17 - $22.  Shows at 7:30 & 2pm  encoreentertainers.org

July 12 – 8pm | GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT:  Our monthly fi lm series for ladies and their friends Title TBA.  $8 cash at the door

July 19 – 21 | “FAME”:  The Scalawag kids are back.  Tickets and showtimes at Facebook.com/Scalawagproductions or 310.625.2574

July 25 thru July 28 | “HAIRSPRAY”:  Encore Entertainers $17 - $22.  Shows at 2pm & 7:30pm  encoreentertainers.org

Aug 2 – 8pm |  “A  TRIBUTE TO MOTOWN”:  The Five Tempting Men Temptation Revue, 3 Diamonds Tribute to the Supremes and special guest MC 
Robert Gordy. Early-bird tickets purchased before July 4:  $45 preferred seating and VIP reception / $25 general admission.  Tickets purchased after 
July 4:  $55 and $35.  Information and tickets available beginning May 20 at Tix.com.  Cash only at the door

478 W 6th St (at Pacifi c) San Pedro CA 90731 O�  ce line 310.548.2493  Show Line 310.548.7672
The Warner Grand Theatre is a facility of the City of Los Angeles, operated by the Department of Cultural A� airs.

In 2013, restoration of the Warner Grand marquee and decorative neon elements was provided as a gift to 
San Pedro residents and visitors by SAN PEDRO HISTORIC WATERFRONT BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT.

DATES, TIMES, PERFORMERS, EVENTS and TICKET PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

More information and tickets available at warnergrand.org and grandvision.org/warner-grand/events.asp

SHORT TREATISE ON A BUM

Words shedding the Western plain
A sloe-freight rumpled crossing
Old Lady Midnight tracks

The great divide afore and afterall
Through dawn-aged tenements
Of an ashen 12 step now

Outside, the broken window paints
The dyslexic sailor’s sad satori
With an hepatic orange mist

Truth and a land consequence
Surround the bop-prosaic muse
Who can only drink about it.

© 2013 Hammond Guthrie
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PATIO SEATING AVAILABLE

NOW SERVING Beer, Wine, Champagne, 
Pink Panthers, Mimosas DAILY

Free delivery within the L.B. Downtown area 
($10.00 minimum)

Early Bird Specials! Only $4.95
served daily 7-9am (except holidays)

Join our Omelette Inn Club Card!
Start earning points toward your free meal

Breakfast & Lunch Served Daily 

318 Pine Avenue
Long Beach CA  90802
562.437.5625
www.OmeletteInnLBC.com

Daily
Lunch

Specials!
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H I S T O R Y

GEORGE BUSH’S 
LIBRARY

M A T T  C A R R

One of the great things about being an American 
president is the complete immunity that comes 
with the job. No matter what you do or what 
laws you might break, you will never pay more 

than a mild political price for it.
OK, your ratings might drop, people may say 

nasty things about you in the press, you might even lose 
an election; but in the end your 
crimes and follies will be for-
gotten or airbrushed out of his-
tory with the effortless ease that 
would make any “totalitarian” 
leader green with envy – and 
all the more so because there is 
no need to use force, coercion 
or fear to obtain these results.

Today not many Amer-
icans really care too much that 
Richard Nixon once ordered 
the illegal bombing of Cambo-
dia and also blasted North Viet-
nam and Hanoi just because he 
wanted to prove to the North 
Vietnamese that he was a crazy 
guy who was capable of any-
thing.

By the time Ronald 
Reagan died in 2004, hardly 
any Americans remembered 
that his administration had 
overseen one of the sleaziest 
foreign policy operations in US 
history. Selling cocaine to fund 
the Contras and heroin for the 
Afghan “Muj,” weapons-for-
hostages, equipping both sides 
in the Iran-Iraq war, bypassing 
Congressional scrutiny, run-
ning secret slush funds through 
BCCI, funding the death squad 
regimes in Central America – 
hell, what exactly is your prob-
lem? This is the president we’re 
talking about.

Sometimes this process of rehabilitation can hap-
pen sooner than you think. Take George W. Bush. Just four 
years ago he left offi ce with the lowest approval ratings in 
American history. He left a country in fi nancial freefall, 
with a level of wealth inequality without parallel in US 
history, whose crumbling infrastructure and institutional 
incompetence was epitomized by Hurricane Katrina.

Abroad the reputation of the United States had 
been dragged through the dirt by the disastrous response 
of his administration to the 9/11 attacks, that included Abu 
Ghraib, Guantanamo, the rendition of suspected “enemy 
combatants” to countries like Syria and Egypt to be tor-
tured, two major wars that had achieved nothing substan-
tial except to leave hundreds of thousands of people dead 
– one of which was launched on blatantly false premises.

These are not things that you would expect a re-
sponsible democratic society to want to forget in a hurry – 
from the point of self-interest if nothing else. But the good 
news for Bush is that the forgetting has already begun, and 
everyone is doing their best to see that it continues.

Last week a Washington Post/ABC News poll 
found that Bush’s approval rat-
ings had risen from 33 percent 
positive and 66 percent nega-
tive in 2009 to corresponding 
fi gures of 47 percent approval 
and 50 percent disapproval 
today – almost on a par with 
Obama.

So absence clearly 
does make the heart grow fond-
er, and whatever his abilities as 
an artist, it was probably a good 
move on Bush’s part to spend 
the last few years away from 
the limelight mountain-biking, 
golfi ng and painting dogs. But 
an even better idea was to open 
a presidential library.

Nixon, Reagan, Clin-
ton, George Bush Senior – all 
of them had presidential librar-
ies established in their lifetime, 
in an attempt to shape the way 
they want their reputations to 
be remembered, and last week 
Bush continued this illustrious 
tradition, with the opening of 
The George W. Bush Presiden-
tial Library and Museum on the 
campus of Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas.

At an opening ceremo-
ny attended by 10,000 guests 
and all fi ve living presidents, 
Bush told his audience how 
“When our freedom came un-

der attack we made the tough decision required to keep our 
people safe,” and promised that his library’s presidential 
center would be “devoted to promoting freedom abroad.”

The library includes a steel beam from the World 
Trade Center, and an interactive exhibit called Decision 
Points Theater, where visitors can “decide what actions 
they would have taken on issues like Iraq, Hurricane Ka-
trina and the fi nancial crisis.”

So absence clearly 
does make the 

heart grow fonder, and 
whatever his abilities 

as an artist, it was 
probably a good 

move on Bush’s part 
to spend the last few 
years away from the 
limelight mountain-
biking, golfi ng and 

painting dogs. 
-- Matt Carr
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By coincidence, the opening of the library coin-
cided with the tenth anniversary of an event that tells us 
a great deal more about the priorities of the Bush admin-
istration than visitors are likely to discover through inter-
active exhibits. On 14 April 2003, Iraq’s national library 
and archives were mostly destroyed in a fi re caused by the 
widespread looting that took place in the aftermath of the 
Anglo-American invasion.

The fi re destroyed priceless documents and manu-
scripts dating back to the sixteenth century. Others were 
looted. The burning of the library followed the burning 
of a nearby library of Korans at the National Endowment 
Museum, and the systematic looting of the Baghdad Mu-
seum of Archeology in which artifacts and manuscripts, 
some of them more than 5,000 years old, were stolen, in 
what Iraqi curators described as premeditated and deliber-
ate actions carried out by expert thieves who knew what 
they were doing, with an eye on the international market.

The Independent’s Robert Fisk observed these 
events fi rst hand, and described how “All over the fi lthy 
yard they blew, letters of recommendation to the courts 
of Arabia, demands for ammunition for troops, reports on 
the theft of camels and attacks on pilgrims, all in delicate 
hand-written Arabic script. I was holding in my hands the 
last Baghdad vestiges of Iraq’s written history.”

Fisk went to the US Marines’ Civil Affairs Bureau 
and tried to alert them to what was happening in an at-
tempt to save some of the manuscripts, but nothing was 

H I S T O R Y
done. Only two days before the library fi re, a grinning 
Donald Rumsfeld had replied, when asked about the on-
going looting, that that “stuff happens” and went on to add 
that “Freedom’s untidy, and free people are free to make 
mistakes and commit crimes and do bad things.”

Only two buildings were protected throughout the 
looting: the Ministry of the Interior and the Oil Ministry. 
Apart from that the American occupiers did nothing to 
protect the cultural and historical heritage from one of the 
oldest civilizations on earth.

That was how Bush went about “promoting free-
dom” abroad, and the contempt for Iraqi culture was symp-
tomatic of the administration’s contempt for its people 
– and of the breathtaking combination of incompetence, 
corruption and Yahoo-ish thuggery that made the occupa-
tion such a stunning debacle.

None of this is likely to appear in Bush’s “Deci-
sion Points Theater,” and it was all politely forgotten last 
week during the star-studded opening ceremony whose 
guests included Silvio Berlusconi and Tony Blair. Barack 
Obama praised Bush as a leader of “incredible strength 
and resolve” who led the US through some of its darkest 
days. Bill Clinton described him as a great humanitarian. 
Bush cried. Bush Senior said “God Bless America.”

Everyone felt good, because the presidency is in 
the end a feelgood institution, and being president not only 
means never having to say you’re sorry. It means that no 
one will ever ask you to – except for the handful of pro-
testers outside.

No one can be surprised at the amnesia of the po-
litical elite, or by the fact that Bush would insist that there 
is “No need to defend myself” – such things go with the 
territory.

But why ordinary Americans would want to take a 
positive view of a man who did so much to ruin their coun-
try is alarming, and depressing, especially since there is 
another Bush with his eye on the presidency – and maybe 
his own library too.

Matt Carr is the author of My Father’s House (Penguin 1997), 
The Infernal Machine: A History of Terrorism (New Press 
2007),and Blood and Faith: The Purging of Muslim Spain 
(Hurst 2010). 
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Abdulsalam Al-Hela does not understand why 
he and other Guantanamo prisoners reside in 
a perpetual state 
of legal limbo. 

“Can it really be true that 
US, with all its power, all 
over the world, can’t solve 
the problems of 100 men?” 
he asked his attorney, David 
Remes, during a meeting in 
early March. “Yes,” Remes 
told the Yemeni prisoner. 
“It’s true.”

No one knows what 
to do with these living arti-
facts of a post-9/11 world. 
Some are waiting to stand 
trial for war crimes. Others 
- more than half - have been 
cleared by the US govern-
ment to be returned to their 
homelands or other coun-
tries. All watch the days, 
weeks, months and years 
slip by without resolution, 
regardless of status. 

Al-Hela, who has 
been detained without 
charge or trial for nearly 
a decade, and has been 
stamped and unstamped 
with the label of al-Qaeda 
operative over the years, 
has not eaten since Febru-
ary 6. He is gaunt and weak 
like dozens of other Guanta-
namo detainees who are participating in a protracted hun-
ger strike that is approaching three months. Al-Hela, who 
walks with the aid of an aluminum cane, has lost more 
than 30 pounds in the past 10 weeks.

This is not the fi rst time prisoners have refused 
sustenance to protest conditions at Gitmo, but it is the lon-
gest and most pervasive, according to human rights law-
yers like Remes, who have sounded the alarm as their cli-
ents visibly deteriorated - mentally and physically - with 
each visit. Remes and other defense attorneys have given 
access to unclassifi ed notes they’ve taken while meeting 

with their Gitmo clients.
Hunger strikes historically have represented the 

only means of control the men are able to exercise over 
their daily lives. And there is something about this one that 
signals a new level of desperation and resolve. Some have 
vowed to strike “to the death.” Countless others have tried 
to hasten the process with suicide attempts.
What Hunger Strike?

In early March, when journalists began to ask 
questions about a reported hunger strike involving about 
130 of 166 prisoners at Guantanamo, US Defense Depart-
ment offi cials disputed the assertions. “There is not a mass 
hunger strike amongst the detainees at GTMO,” Army 

Lt. Col. Todd Breasseale, a 
Pentagon spokesman, said 
on March 4. “Some detain-
ees have attempted to coor-
dinate a hunger strike and 
have refused meal deliver-
ies, but the overwhelming 
majority of detainees are 
not participating,” he said, 
placing the number of strik-
ers at a half a dozen, “which 
is about what we have av-
eraged for the past year.” A 
“very limited few detain-
ees” have engaged in spo-
radic hunger strikes for sev-
eral years, he added. And 
the Gitmo prisoners “peace-
fully protest” from time to 
time about “a host of issues 
ranging from availability of 
particular brands of break-
fast cereal to enforcement 
of long-established camp 
rules.”

But too many gaunt 
prisoners were telling their 
lawyers a different story, 
and the unclassifi ed notes 
of client meetings and 
phone calls, along with in-
formation from interviews 
conducted with offi cials at 
Guantanamo and the US 

Defense Department, point to new developments and old 
frustrations that precipitated the current crisis.
Changing of the Guard

Last summer, a new guard force arrived at Guan-
tanamo. The Navy personnel who had previously pa-
trolled the cellblocks were replaced by soldiers return-
ing from tours of duty in Iraq and Afghanistan. Prisoners 
complained to their lawyers bitterly and often about be-
ing “tormented” and “provoked” by the guards. Attorney 
Carlos Warner, who represents Kuwaiti detainee Fayiz al-

GUANTANAMO 
HORROR STORIES 

AT THE MASS 
HUNGER STRIKE 
J A S O N  L E O P O L D

While the inspection 
of the Korans may 

have been the catalyst 
behind this most recent 

hunger strike, the driving 
force that sustains it is 
despair over more 

than a decade of 
indefi nite detention 
and no hope of ever being 

released.
-- Jason Leopold
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Kandari, noted on March 20 that his client complained not 
only of guards “provoking” the prisoners, but threatening 
to kill them - a claim that Pentagon and Guantanamo of-
fi cials have vehemently denied in all cases. 

On January 2, an unprecedented shooting incident 
ratcheted up tensions at the $744,000 soccer fi eld that the 
Joint Task Force-Guantanamo built for compliant prison-
ers who reside at the communal living quarters known as 
Camp 6. Guantanamo spokesman Capt. Robert Durand 
said the incident occurred after a detainee attempted to 
climb the fence in the Camp 6 outdoor recreation yard, 
and a small crowd of detainees began throwing rocks at 
the guard tower. “After repeated warnings were ignored, 
the guard force was forced to employ appropriate crowd 
dispersal measures,” such as fi ring “nonlethal” rounds, 
one of which hit an Afghan prisoner in the throat. 

But a Yemeni prisoner, Uthman Abdul Rahim 
Mohammed Uthman, and others told a different story. He 
said it wasn’t the prisoners who provoked the guard force, 
but a guard who overreacted. Uthman, who is one of 13 
Guantanamo prisoners represented by Remes, told the 
Washington DC-based lawyer, that prisoners were playing 
soccer when another prisoner attempted to enter the recre-
ation area. A guard in one of the two towers positioned in 
the fi eld said, “No.”

“Detainee started shaking door (very common),” 
Uthman said, according to Remes’ March 7 notes. “Guard 
in tower pointed rifl e at him. Brothers in yard started 
shouting. Guard swung around with his rifl e and started 
shooting at them - just one bullet, which hit a detainee in 
the throat.”

On March 5, two days before Remes spoke with 
Uthman, another client, Yasein Ismael, told him the pris-
oners were “surprised when a guard in a tower pointed a 
gun at detainees and shot into the group.”

“They saw the gun as a killing weapon,” said Is-
mael, who had dwindled to 115 pounds when Remes saw 
him last month. He was unable to keep his balance and 
had to drink a “sugary water substance” to remain alert, 
the lawyer noted.

“I talked to [Guantanamo’s staff judge advocate], 
pysch ward people, and investigators. I told them I thought 
my life was in danger,” Ismael said after the shooting in-

cident. “I didn’t go out for a month because I thought I’d 
be killed by mistake or on purpose. They keep creating 
provocations, bringing Hummers with machine guns. No 
reason.”

Uthman insisted the men were not throwing rocks 
before the shot was fi red, but that one prisoner did after-
wards. When the guard’s bullet hit a prisoner in the throat, 
all but one prisoner went to help him - the one that threw 
the rock, he said. “We were defenseless,” Uthman said. 
“We had no weapons.”

The Afghan Taliban prisoner was not seriously 
injured, and he was transferred to the maximum-security 
Camp 5, where he was held in isolation for 30 days.

The prisoners responded to the incident by stag-
ing a hunger strike that lasted for about fi ve days. Uthman 
and several other prisoners said an offi cer in charge (OIC) 
of his prison block met with the prisoners following the 
shooting and apologized. The OIC told the prisoners the 
guard who fi red the shot would be “court-martialed be-
cause he didn’t get orders to shoot.”

Clive Stafford Smith, the director of UK-based 
human rights group Reprieve, sent a letter to Rear Adm. 
John W. Smith, the commander of the prison, requesting 
a formal investigation into the matter. “What the guard 
did would seem to qualify at least as the criminal offense 
of assault,” he wrote. Former Staff Sgt. Joseph Hickman, 
who worked at Guantanamo as a guard between 2006 and 
2007, said that the guard who fi red the round would have 
been required to sign a sworn statement about the incident 
and then an “after action report” would have been admin-
istered by his command, copies of which I’ve requested 
under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). That re-
quest is still pending.

Durand, the Guantanamo spokesman, did not re-
spond to questions as to whether the guard followed the 
detention facility’s “rules of engagement” and “rules for 
the use of force.” The policy spells out the protocol guards 
are to follow “when force is necessary to protect or control 
detainees . . . if time and circumstances permit.” These 
include: 1. Use the least amount of force necessary to stop 
escape. 2. Fire with regard for the safety of innocent by-
standers. 3. A holstered weapon should not be unholstered 
unless you expect to use it. 4. Report the use of force to 
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your chain of command.
Shortly after the prisoners broke their initial brief 

hunger strike, the OIC came to Uthman’s block with doz-
ens of guards who confi scated legal papers, eyeglasses and 
other personal items. Uthman said the prisoners protested 
by covering the surveillance cameras in their cells so the 
guards would not be able to see their movements. The OIC 
returned and again apologized to the prisoners, saying the 
materials that were confi scated would be returned. The 
prisoners say they were not.

A week later, the OIC returned to one of the cell-
blocks in Camp 6 and locked it down. “It was then that 
they searched the Koran,” Uthman told Remes. “And that 
was the beginning of the big problem.”
The Big Problem

Prisoners have claimed that their Korans have not 
been searched since May 2006. That year Gitmo com-
mander Adm. Harry Harris ordered guards to search the 
holy books after several prisoners were found unconscious 
in their cells, the result of what offi cials said were at-
tempts to commit suicide by ingesting near-lethal doses of 
medications. Harris said when the Korans were searched, 
guards found medications hidden in the bindings of some. 
The prisoners, who viewed the handling of the Korans by 
non-Muslims as a form of desecration, rioted and launched 
the second major hunger strike at Gitmo, the fi rst one hav-
ing taken place in the summer of 2005.

The May 2006 incident resulted in a new proce-
dure that precluded uniformed personnel from handling 
the Koran. Any future searches involving the Koran would 
be conducted by civilian linguists. “It removes the poten-
tial for allegations of Koran abuse by the guard force,” 
Guantanamo spokesman Capt. Alvin Phillips said. The 
death last September of Adnan Farhan Abdul Latif, a Ye-
meni prisoner who was also represented by Remes and 
identifi ed as a frequent hunger striker, is, in part, what led 
Col. John Bogdan, the commander of Guantanamo’s Joint 
Detention Group, to order Korans to be searched again, 

according to military offi cials. Latif’s death was classifi ed 
as a suicide. Investigators probing the circumstances sur-
rounding his death concluded he hoarded enough prescrip-
tion medication for a lethal dose. They believe he may 
have hidden the medication in his Koran.

Ismael said he believes the inspections began on 
February 4 or 5.

“An offi cer ordered a Christian interpreter to 
search” the Korans, he told Remes. “But interpreter re-
fused. He said, ‘search of Korans will create major prob-
lems in the prison.’ Offi cer replied: ‘The Korans should 
be searched, and this is what will happen.’ Brother said, 
‘If this is what you want to do, bring a Muslim interpreter 
and have him’ do it. This is our holy book. We cannot hide 
anything in it. We can’t insult our religion.”

The offi cer was undeterred, according to the pris-
oners. “The Korans…will be searched,” Ismael recalled 
the offi cer saying. “Then he ordered another interpreter to 
search the Korans. That interpreter also refused. But of-
fi cer forced him.” Some soldiers say, “We did these Koran 
searches every day in Afghanistan. Why are you so up-
set?” That soldier was “sprayed” with a mixture of feces 
and blood, according to another prisoner, Al-Khadr Abdul-
lah Muhammed al-Yafi , who said the guard responded by 
saying, “I can kill you anytime.”

An OIC, whom Uthman identifi ed to Remes as the 
“Black Leader,” started to rile up prisoners by telling them 
that another “OIC and soldiers were shooting” Korans. 
“They started to provoke us,” Ismael said. “We thought 
they wanted us to react violent to give excuse for them to 
harm us.” 

Prisoners in another cell block “started breaking 
cameras in their cells and anywhere else but the cameras 
were too strong,” Uthman said. Ismael told the same story. 
He said the inspection of the holy books “really upset” 
the prisoners. “They started banging on the doors in the 
neighboring block.”

What followed was a visit by a team of guards 
dressed in riot gear. They pulled up in Hummers. “[Three] 

groups, one with gun, one with sticks 
and one with shields,” Ismael said. 
Hickman, the former Guantanamo 
guard, said Ismael was referring to the 
Quick Reaction Force (QRF), “a 10-
man team that is called in to handle 
major incidents.” As a staff sergeant at 
Guantanamo, Hickman said he was in 
charge of the QRF teams for all of the 
camps.

“We could see through some 
holes in rec area,” Ismael said. “Broth-
ers tried to forestall attack by agreeing 
to be peaceful. A peaceful protest. We 
passed word to that block that was at-
tempting to dismantle surveillance 
cameras, who calmed down. So we 
foiled the Army’s plan. But the guards 
entered anyway. They used pepper 
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spray on the men from large canister. The [QRF] teams 
stayed for about two hours. We were able to stay calm and 
then they left.”

“That was the beginning of the [hunger] strike,” 
Uthman said. “We covered cameras, stopped attending 
classes, had sit-ins. Everyone went on the hunger strike.” 

Al-Hela, Remes’s Yemeni client, said there have 
not been any incidents at the prison involving the Koran 
for years. “Then new OIC came in. He made the changes, 
surely with green light from JDG [Joint Detention Group] 
chief,” Al-Hela told Remes. The prisoners offered to sur-
render their Korans and end their hunger strike instead of 
being searched. Guantanamo offi cials accepted the surren-
der of Korans in 2006, but have declined this time. 

Yemeni prisoner Salman Rabeii believes the of-
fer was refused because Korans provide the prisoners with 
“spiritual strength, so you will kill yourselves if you take 
it away.” But fear of provoking suicide isn’t the only rea-
son. Rabeii said that Guantanamo offi cials are also afraid 
they’ll “look bad in the media” if they deprive prisoners of 
religious material. 

Meanwhile, the lawyers grew increasingly con-
cerned with their clients’ dramatic weight loss as the hun-
ger strike stretched into months. They banded together and 
wrote a letter to Guantanamo Cmdr. Smith, Navy Capt. 
Thomas Welsh, the chief staff attorney at Guantanamo, 
and Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel saying the prison-
ers’ lives were in danger and asked them to immediately 
order a stop to the Koran search. Marine Col. William 
K. Lietzau, the deputy assistant Secretary of Defense for 
rule of law and detainee policy, responded. He told them 
Korans have been searched because of past “incidents” in 
which prisoners allegedly hid “improvised weapons, un-
authorized food and medicine and other items” in the holy 
book.

Meanwhile, Guantanamo offi cials have steadily 
increased their offi cial tally of prisoners on hunger strike 
week by week. Today, it stands at 84, although the prison-
ers say it is nearly twice that many. Detainees are defi ned 
as hunger strikers by offi cials if they miss nine consecu-
tive meals. 

Two weeks ago, after a delegation from the In-
ternational Committee of the Red Cross left Guantanamo, 
guards staged a predawn raid at the communal camp and 
isolated prisoners into single cells in an attempt to bring 
an end to the protest. “This action was taken in response 
to efforts by detainees to limit the guard force’s ability to 
observe the detainees by covering surveillance cameras, 
windows and glass partitions,” according to a statement 
issued by Joint Task Force-Guantanamo, which runs the 
prison. “Round-the-clock monitoring is necessary to en-
sure security, order and safety.” 

But Stafford Smith claims Guantanamo offi cials 
are escalating the confl ict. “This kind of authoritarian es-
calation is why we have a problem, not a solution.” 

A day before the raid, one prisoner tried to com-
mit suicide; another attempted to take his life after the 
raid ended. “Neither was very successful or got very far,” 

Durand said. “In both cases, the guards intervened, the 
detainees were seen by medical for their physical health, 
and both fortunately did not sustain injuries or permanent 
harm. They have been seen by behavioral health special-
ists.” 

Some attorneys claimed that prisoners attempted 
suicide even earlier than last Friday. Durand described 
those incidents, which began at the start of the hunger 
strike in February, as “suicidal ideations and suicidal 
gestures, but nothing that raised to the level of suicide at-
tempts.” Dozens of questions sent via e-mail to Durand 
over the past month about the claims leveled by Ismael, 
Uthman, Al-Hela and other prisoners were not answered.

The lawyers’ notes exhaustively describe the ac-
counts of prisoners who said they saw dozens of other 
detainees falling unconscious and being hauled off to the 
maximum-security camp by medical personnel to be held 
in isolation as punishment for participating in the hunger 
strike, never to return to compliant Camp 6. “A detainee 
dropped unconscious,” said Hussain Almerfedi, a Yemeni 
prisoner, in a March 5 meeting with Remes. “We do not 
know if he’s alive.” 

Al-Hela said a prisoner who lost consciousness 
was taken to a solitary cell. “Brothers try to revive the one 
who lost consciousness to spare him camps,” he said on 
March 6. “More than 20 have been sent to Camp 5, isola-
tion, for punishment.”

Camp 5 now holds more prisoners than Camp 6, 
Guantanamo offi cials told reporters. Shaker Aamer, the 
last British prisoner at Guantanamo, who organized a hun-

P O L I T I C S
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ger strike in 2005, has been held in isolation in Camp 5 
for months. He told Stafford Smith, his attorney, in a tele-
phone call April 11 that he has been subjected to violent 
forced cell extractions several times a day as punishment 
for being a hunger striker. “They are killing us,” Aamer 
said, according to Stafford Smith’s notes. 

Ismael said that in an attempt to break the hun-
ger strike, the temperature in the cells was lowered to 62 
degrees. “That’s very cold, especially for weak men,” he 
said, adding that the response from the guard force was 
“We’re missing [an air conditioning] part, which we need 
to import from US. We don’t have the budget. The supply 
ship is coming.”

Other prisoners said they were prohibited from 
discussing the hunger strike during phone calls with their 
family members, and if they uttered a word about it their 
calls would be disconnected. 

On March 2, Ismael said a meeting took place be-
tween the “colonel” and “one of our brothers” in an at-
tempt to reach a resolution to what was then a month-old 
hunger strike. It’s unknown if he is referring to Colonel 
Bogdan, the Joint Detention Group commander. “Unfor-
tunately, the colonel had no solution,” Ismael said. “Men 
just had to stop hunger strike” before prison offi cials 
would entertain their demands. 

Rabeii told Remes on March 7 the “chief doctor” 
was sent to negotiate with the prisoners. “You’re suffer-
ing. Why not break your hunger strike,” Hassan recalled 
the doctor saying.” 

But Uthman said the prisoners have vowed to 

“strike to death.” While the inspection of the Korans 
may have been the catalyst behind this most recent hun-
ger strike, the driving force that sustains it is despair over 
more than a decade of indefi nite detention and no hope 
of ever being released. Ismael predicted he would be the 
next prisoner to leave Guantanamo in a box. In a March 
11 letter to Remes, he said the hunger “is going toward the 
worst. I believe I am going to die in this hunger strike and 
this might be my last letter, or today is probably my last 
day in this world.” 

Last week, Remes was informed that Ismael is 
now one of 17 prisoners being kept alive by being strapped 
to a restraint chair and force-fed.

Jason Leopold is lead investigative reporter for Truthout.org.
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President Obama has riled loyal Democrats by 
tossing Social Security onto the table in his pok-
er game with Republicans. Not to worry. I think 
I know how this story ends. A year from now, 

when the 2014 congressional campaigns are hot under-
way, Republicans will be run-
ning against Obama-the-slasher 
and promising to protect Social 
Security from the bloodthirsty 
Democrats.

By then, having lost on 
his too-cute strategy, the presi-
dent will be reduced to lamely 
reassuring old folks. Really, 
he didn’t actually intend to cut 
their benefi ts, really he didn’t. It 
was just a ploy to get tightwad 
conservatives to give in a little 
on tax increases. Republicans 
can pull out the videotapes in 
which Obama and team explain 
their high-minded purpose—
sacrifi cing the Democratic par-
ty’s sacred honor in order to get 
Republicans to play nice.

Forget about that. 
House Speaker John Boehner 
promptly brushed off Obama’s 
gambit. If the president wants 
to whack Social Security, Boeh-
ner suggested he can do it, but 
don’t expect the GOP to col-
laborate in such a plot. “If the 
president believes these modest 
entitlement savings are needed 
to shore up these programs, there is no reason they should 
be held hostage for more tax hikes,” Boehner said.

The president set this trap himself; now Boehner 
will spring it on him. Does Obama not remember how 
Democrats lost control of the House back in 2010? The 
party got very little credit for enacting health care reform 
because the Republicans had already demonized the ac-
complishment as a threat to the much-beloved program of 
Medicare. The rightwingers promised to save Medicare 
from bloodthirsty Democrats by repealing Obama’s new 
reform program. This was all a ridiculous lie, of course, 
but the White House declined to call out the liars. Instead, 

WILL VOTERS 
FORGIVE OBAMA 

FOR CUTTING 
SOCIAL SECURITY?
W I L L I A M  G R E I D E R

Obama responded with fl owers. This time, he is taking Re-
publicans out to dinner. 

So here is what I expect to happen. The elabo-
rate and confusing charade of defi cit politics will continue 
through this year and next—both parties solemnly seek-
ing to shrink the swollen federal defi cits—and distracting 
Washington from the real economic threat of stagnation 
or worse. At the end of the day, Social Security will not 
be cut. Nor will much else be accomplished, for good or 
for ill. Yes, the two parties may eventually approve some 
grandiose budget resolutions—offi cial promises to cut 
spending drastically. But that process is usually a charade 
in itself with a long-established history of fi ction and fan-
tasy.

These budget promises do not become real until 
Congress authorizes projects and appropriates the money. 

The appropriators have the real 
power and they can change the 
numbers and designs and what-
ever else they wish. Depending 
on how senators and represen-
tatives feel at the time, they can 
embrace the promises and cut 
specifi c spending or totally ig-
nore whatever the budget reso-
lution had promised the public.

This is why I expect 
Social Security to survive the 
onslaught. When it gets to the 
money roll calls this year and 
next, individual members of 
Congress will have to swallow 
some big lies in order to vote 
for cutting Social Security ben-
efi ts. First, of course, the cost-
of-living gimmicks Obama 
has proposed will not shave a 
penny off the federal defi cits or 
debt. That is because the Social 
Security benefi ts are not paid 
by the federal budget. They are 
drawn from the Social Security 
Trust Fund—the money paid in 
by working people every pay-
day. People know this is their 
money, not some government 

handout.
So who gets to tell the folks that their FICA de-

ductions were a joke—only an accounting fi ction? The 
fi nancial problems facing Social Security are easily fi xed 
(as Obama himself has said) and are actually 30 years 
away. When the Congressional Budget Offi ce is required 
to “score” Obama’s so-called cost-of-living reform, it will 
be compelled to announce that whacking the old folks 
contributes not a penny to reducing the federal govern-
ment’s defi cits.

In fact, there is an even bigger lie concealed by the 
fi scal scolds and ignored by witless media, too. Again and 

That is because the 
Social Security benefi ts 

are not paid by the 
federal budget. They 

are drawn from the 
Social Security Trust 

Fund—the money paid 
in by working people 

every payday. 
 -- William Greider
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again, self-righteous critics have portrayed Social Security 
as the profl igate monster borrowing from the Treasury and 
sucking the life out of federal government.

Guess what? It’s the other way around. The federal 
government borrows from Social Security. The Treasury 
has been borrowing from the Social Security Trust Fund 
for 30 years, and the debt to Social Security benefi ciaries 
now totals nearly $3 trillion. The day is approaching when 
that money will be needed for its original purpose: paying 
Social Security benefi ts to the working people who con-
tributed to the fund.

That is the real crisis that makes the fi nancial bar-
ons and their media collaborators so anxious to cut Social 
Security benefi ts. They would like to get out of repaying 
the debt—that is, giving the money back to the people who 
earned it. The only way to do this is cut the benefi ts—over 
and over again. Count on it. If the president and Congress 
succeed in this malicious scheme, they will come back 
again and again to cut more and more. If the politicians 
join this sordid conspiracy, voters should come after them 
with pitchforks and torches.
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PORT OF LA 
APPROVES SCIG 

EIR
S L O B O D A N  D I M I T R O V

On March 7, 2013, over 600 members of a divided 
community gathered to voice their support and concern 
for the Southern California International Gateway Proj-
ect.  Although it is estimated that the project will create 
as many as 1500 temporary jobs to build the facility and 
eventually over 1000 jobs to run it, the community where 
the new railyard will be built wants it relocated somewhere 
else, away from their schools, daycare centers, and parks. 

The approval process has been going on for 
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years,  at least partially because there is a sense in city 
management that the communities that will be bearing a 
disproportionate share of the burden can afford it the least.  
Community activists argue that the project will exacerbate 
traffi c and health issues, and feel that BNSF is not being 
required to mitigate those issues.  The location of the rail-
yard in proximity to schools is of particular concern.

The Los Angeles Board of Harbor Commissioners 
voted unanimously to support the fi nal EIR for the South-
ern California International Gateway railyard at the meet-
ing.  The community vows to continue to fi ght.

DIGENES neadkvatnost

SURPRISE 
cupresso

Cypress tree of Noah’s Boat
ATM

not a fl oat
URanus’s Genitals

in
the 

SEA
Afrodite

married to the money of Vulcan
chained

she cheated with the god of wars
MARS

Ares was set free
Adonis refreshed thee
Pygmalion loved a tree

Two springs 
Three graces

they took a bath
PAPHOS

Why should a bank 
run in Cyprus
Bother me ?

Bitter Lemons
LAIKI

kataklysmos
sing a chattista

Richard had a Lion’s Heart

--Mark Breza
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Near California Ave and Abbot Kinney Blvd in 
Venice there are several streets and alleys named 
after Surrealists or the regions they hailed from, 
like Andalusia, 

Aragon, Cadiz and Cabrillo. 
These are perfect plants in a 
city where many have dreamt 
of different realities in vari-
ous states of awakening. 
Rumors about Breton, Dali, 
Aragon, Desnos and others 
passing through Venice for 
a little resort time en route 
to that famous meeting with 
Trotsky in Mexico still circu-
late, however, fueled perhaps 
by rogue elements in the lo-
cal art scene that believed 
Surrealists should have taken 
the next step and become 
more political. 

These streets and 
alleys are now surrounded 
by valeted nightspots and 
boutiques and almost com-
pletely gentrifi ed. Aragon Ct, 
a very short and narrow alley 
abutting Abbot Kinney Blvd 
from the west, has even been 
erased from the tour maps. 
Standing under the sign that 
bears this alley’s name you 
can fl ash on the seam of 
shiny surfaces stretching in 
both directions, an especially 
striking sight with the recent 
changes and additions to the 
Blvd. These facades hardly 
get you to reminisce about 
the past, let alone Surrealist 
remnants. The stores are adorned with names that must’ve 
been logoed in the heads of creative consultants choosing 
from standard options in a dialogue box to satisfy Milan, 
Paris or wherever. Like Alternative, a trendy short-lived 
boutique with quite predictable fare which gave way re-
cently to a real estate company.

But the past is present in your widest angle of vi-
sion. A real estate company and an art gallery both gar-
nish their interests with Abbot’s name. Then there’s Ab-
bot’s Habit down to the right a few blocks, a vibrant café 
founded in 93 where strands of the real alternative Venice 

cohabit with avant admen, design divas and the newest 
infl ux of trustfunders. It breathes life into Abbot Kinney’s-
-the city’s founder--cultural vision with quality readings 
and other events. 

There’s an especially revealing leftover at the in-
tersection of Aragon and Abbot Kinney: the Glencrest Bar 
B Cue Restaurant. The name sticks out from the string of 
slick logos. What kind of eatery these days tells you what 
it is? The lettering and décor say enter if you’re famished, 
not famous or schmoozing fame. So there’s no need for a 

valet, and most of the cus-
tomers are locals and on 
foot anyway. 

Once inside it’s 
easy to imagine you’re 
somewhere else, perhaps 
in one of those popular 
joints off Arbor Vitae and 
La Brea in Inglewood, or 
in South Central. Or that 
you’re in a time warp and 
living back when the Blvd 
was an edgy and more 
demographically diverse 
slum. The place is sort of 
a throwback to when Oak-
wood, historically the Af-
rican-American section, 
spilled into this area of 
town. The ribs themselves 
seem appropriately stuck 
in the free-form phase of 
Grandma’s kitchen, re-
silient to authentication 
via Chicago or Memphis. 
Even the daily menu is 
chalked up above the take-
out counter. 

And it’s the only 
one! No one has yet 
bought it out and minted it 
to malls all over the land. 
Its days are likely num-
bered, but its survival will 
continue to draw folks 
to the Blvd in search of 
pockets that escape gentri-

fi cation.
There’s a painting on the side of the building that 

could have been a Dali discard from his days of berating 
the bourgeoisie, perhaps in the late 20s when he collabo-
rated with Luis Bunuel. It’s a head on a male torso attired 
in black suit, tie and white shirt that appears to be morph-
ing between animal and human. Is it beginning as pig, or 
in the process of becoming one? The head is a cartoon-
ish, three-dimensional sculpture, but the torso is two-di-
mensional. The head has a reasonable facsimile of a pig’s 
nose and ears, but narrow eyes that are all-too-human. The 

SOWING THE 
SPIRIT  

J O H N  O ’ K A N E  

Once inside it’s easy 
to imagine you’re 

somewhere else, 
perhaps in one of those 
popular joints off Arbor 

Vitae and La Brea in 
Inglewood, or in South 

Central. Or that you’re 
in a time warp and 

living back when the Blvd 
was an edgy and more 

demographically diverse 
slum. 

-- John O’Kane
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mouth is quite wide, more like an animal’s, but it is open a 
slit as if saying something. There is virtually no neck, only 
folds of fl esh layered on the torso. This enlarged head has 
a bullet shape in the back. 

The torso has no arms or shoulders. The bottom of 
the image cuts across the chest, and the cut is not linear but 
wavy, as if ripped from a larger image. The sides however 
are linear and symmetrical. The whole picture is unbal-
anced. The right side dips farther down than the left, as if 
pasted haphazardly onto the wall. It could be seen as an 
image that was hastily spray painted by someone passing 
in the night. Perhaps it was one of Robbie Conal’s appren-
tices interested in upgrading graffi ti to art. 

The head is unquestionably bloated and overfed, 
inviting a host of negatives associated with this animal. 
The piggish bourgeoisie aptly suggests itself, as does a 
jab at what happens to those who consume its fl esh. They 
become a demented carnivore, doomed to some animal/
human existence. Perhaps a roving band of vegans, funded 
by developers who want that space for a valet restaurant to 
snatch a higher class of consumers, made their point. 

Looking at the head and torso together, however, 
opens up possibilities. It can suggest a confi dent snoot 
against white collar life, and for the class of pork eaters 
that lacks representation on the Blvd these days. Or pos-
sibly it humanizes the pig, offering a little image repair for 
this alleged slovenly species that has suffered a fate simi-
lar to pigeons, the beings they follow in the word book. It 
could be an excellent advertisement. Consume the fatty 
fl esh feeling smarter about yourself. Gorge guiltlessly on 
a substance that, like the egg, might be good for you after 
all despite the cholesterol. Suits sucked into trendy diets, 
come on in! 

However there are very few suits, if any, present 
on a given day, and the atmosphere seems averse to the 
kind of spending that goes with them. So there’s no worry 
of being embarrassed if you’re shy on plastic since it’s 
mostly cash and carry out dining. Though there are a few 
plasticized-rubber lawn chairs and tables outside to hold 
parties of rib lovers, one at the moment with a stack of 
fl iers about beginning Lindy Hop classes. If it catches on 
this original improvisational street dance might spread and 
reignite the local civil rights movement, even help recruit 
troops to take back the Blvd. 

The Surrealists were known for creating collages 
with animals and humans, so it’s no surprise that someone 
spray painted this image on that wall. Breton put a car-
tooned shark’s head on the body of a violent royal in The 
Comte de Foix Going to Assassinate His Son. And there’s 
a Magritte painting titled Presence of Mind that should be 
xeroxed and circulated in all the coffee houses here. A man 
stands facing us on what looks like a foggy Venice beach, 
dressed to kill with bowler hat, topcoat, and suit and tie. 
To his left there’s a fi sh, to his right a bird, both the same 
height but slightly shorter than him. Each is the same dis-
tance from him and has roughly the same tall and angular 
shape. The fi sh is pointed upright. The bird sits on a perch 
buried in the ground. 
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Any Surrealist worth their salt, of the streets or 

not, raises doubts about the state of society and man’s fate 
within it. Are we really civilized? Are we progressing as a 
species? Perhaps this image on the wall is meant to remind 
citizens to stay in touch with their origins so they won’t 
begin to feel like they’ve broken the chain of evolution 
and become self-perfecting organisms living in some un-
touchable ozone. It certainly encourages us to refl ect on 
the animal tendencies in the human jungle, and illuminate 
the real barbarians…

From Venice, CA: A City State of Mind (2013). 
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WHAT 
IMMIGRATION 

REFORM COULD 
MEAN FOR 
AMERICAN 

WORKERS, AND 
WHY THE AFL-CIO 
IS EMBRACING IT

R O B E R T  R E I C H

The proposed agree-
ment on immigra-
tion reform is very 
preliminary and 

hasn’t yet been blessed by the 
so-called Gang of Eight Sena-
tors working on immigration 
reform, but the mere fact that 
AFL-CIO President Rich-
ard Trumka and Chamber of 
Commerce President Thomas 
J. Donohue agreed on any-
thing is remarkable.  

The question is 
whether it’s a good deal for 
American workers. It is, and 
I’ll explain why in a moment.

Under the agreement 
recently arrived at a limited 
number of temporary visas 
would be issued to foreign 
workers in low-skilled occu-
pations, who could thereafter 
petition to become American 
citizens.

The agreement is 
an important step toward a 
comprehensive immigration 
reform package to be intro-
duced in the Senate later this 
month. Disagreement over al-
lowing in low-skilled workers helped 
derail immigration reform in 2007.

The unions don’t want for-
eign workers to take jobs away from 
Americans or depress American wag-
es, while business groups obviously 
want the lowest-priced workers they 
can get their hands on.

So they’ve compromised on 
a maximum (no more than 20,000 
visas in the fi rst year, gradually in-
creasing to no more than 200,000 in 

the fi fth and subsequent years), with 
the actual number in any year depend-
ing on labor market conditions, as de-
termined by the government. Priority 
would be given to occupations where 
American workers were in short sup-
ply.  

The foreign workers would 
have to receive wages at least as high 
as the typical (“prevailing”) American 
wage in that occupation, or as high as 
the prospective employer pays his 
American workers with similar expe-
rience — whichever is higher.

The unions hope these safe-

guards will prevent American work-
ers from losing ground to foreign 
guest-workers.

But employers hope the 
guest-worker program will also pre-
vent low-wage Americans from get-
ting a raise. As soon as any increase 
in demand might begin to push their 
wages higher, employers can claim a 
“labor shortage” — allowing in more 
guest workers, who will cause wages 
to drop back down again.  

So why would the AFL-CIO 
agree to any new visas at all?

Presumably because some 
11 million undocumented workers 
are already here, doing much of this 
work. The only way these undocu-
mented workers can ever become or-
ganized – and not undercut attempts 
to unionize legal workers — is if the 
undocumented workers also become 
legal.

Remember, we’re talking 
about low-wage work that U.S. em-
ployers can’t do abroad – fast-food 
cooks and servers, waiters, hotel 

cleaners, hospital orderlies, 
gardeners, custodians, ca-
shiers, and the like. (Con-
struction jobs were ex-
empted from the agreement 
because the building trades 
are already well-organized 
and saw more risk than 
gain from guest-workers.)

They’re the fast-
est-growing job categories 
in America, and also the 
lowest-paying. According 
to new data out last Friday 
from the Bureau of La-
bor Statistics, seven of the 
ten largest occupations in 
America now pay less than 
$30,000 a year. 

A full-time food 
prep worker — the third 
most-common job in the 
U.S. – earned $18,720 last 
year. Cashiers and waiters 
pocketed less than $21,000.

The trend is in 
the wrong direction – to-
ward even more of these 
jobs, and lower pay. And 
that’s not because of un-
documented workers. It’s 

because of structural changes in the 
economy that have shipped high-
wage manufacturing jobs abroad and 
replaced other semi-skilled work with 
computers and robots. If you don’t 
have the right education and connec-
tions, you’re on a downward escala-
tor.

The real median wage of 
Americans is already 8 percent below 
what it was in 2000. The median pay 
of jobs created during this recovery is 

The unions don’t 
want foreign workers to 
take jobs away from 
Americans or depress 

American wages, 
while business groups 

obviously want the lowest-
priced workers they can 

get their hands on.
-- Robert Reich
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less than the median of the jobs lost in 
the downturn.

One way to reverse this trend 
is enable these workers to join to-
gether in unions, and demand better 
pay and working conditions. And one 
strategy for accomplishing this is for 
the unions to embrace immigration 
reform, and organize like mad. This is 
the next frontier for organized labor. 
Immigration reform is part of its long-
term strategy.
 
Robert Reich’s best-selling ebook, Be-
yond Outrage, is now available in paper-
back. He teaches in public policy at UC, 
Berkeley, and was the former Secretary 
of Labor under Clinton. www.robertreich.
org. 
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RIDDING 
SCHOOLS OF JUNK 

FOOD 
M I C H E L E  S I M O N

With the passage of the 
Healthy, Hungry-Free 
Kids Act of 2010, in 
addition to im-

proving school meals, Congress 
required the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture to update nearly 
nonexistent nutrition standards 
on so-called competitive foods. 
These are foods sold outside the 
school meal program, including 
fast food items sold alongside 
the reimbursable lunches, and 
soft drinks and junk food sold in 
vending machines, school stores, 
fundraisers, and the like.

As I wrote in my book, 
the issue of unhealthy bever-
ages and junk food in schools 
has been a contentious one for 
years, mostly being fought at 
the state and local levels. While 
it’s commendable that the fed-
eral government is now taking 
up the issue, I have some serious 
concerns about the feasibility of 
an approach that essentially en-
dorses healthier junk food while 
allowing corporations continued 
unfettered access to children in 
schools.

That’s why I have submitted 
comments on behalf of the Center 
for Food Safety, endorsed by sev-
eral other organizations and experts, 
to ask that USDA assist schools with 
eliminating fast food, vending, and 
other competitive foods from schools 
altogether. Below are a few highlights 
from those comments.
Competitive foods undermine 
the school meal program. 

Congress’ clear intent with 
the federally subsidized school lunch 
and breakfast programs is to en-
sure millions of schoolchildren are 
well-nourished. However, the ongo-
ing presence of competitive food in 
schools undermines these programs 
fi nancially. Indeed the very term 

“competitive” underscores this prob-
lem. According to school chef Ann 
Cooper: “Students should be eating 
healthy complete meals; the oppor-
tunity to opt-out by purchasing com-
petitive food is actually counter to the 
mission of the National School Lunch 
Program.”

Indeed, a report from the Illi-
nois Public Health Institute found that 

while “strengthening nutrition stan-
dards for competitive foods are as-
sociated with increased participation 
in the USDA reimbursable meal pro-
gram, schools that completely elimi-
nated competitive food sales tended 
to see the greatest increases in school 
meal participation rates.”
Competitive foods create stig-
ma for low-income children. 

The presence of so-called “a 
la carte” items on the school meal line 
sets up a demographic divide between 
those who can afford these items and 
those who cannot. Eliminating any 
competing school meal items would 
avoid this stigma, making a more 
positive eating environment for all 
schoolchildren. School food expert 

and sociology professor Janet Pop-
pendieck agrees that unless competi-
tive foods are eliminated entirely, that 
stigma will persist: “Unless the new 
rules convince schools to do away 
with the competitive foods altogether, 
however, a la carte items and other 
competitive foods will continue to un-
dermine the National School Lunch 
Program, because a la carte service 

stigmatizes the federal lunch.”
Slightly healthier junk 
food is still unhealthy, 
sends the wrong mes-
sage. 

USDA’s narrow focus 
on nutrients such as grams of 
fat and sugar will still result 
in highly processed junk food 
with only slightly improved 
nutritional profi les. For ex-
ample, reduced-fat corn chips 
and baked potato chips are still 
junk foods with almost zero 
nutritional value. Moreover, 
lower calorie soft drinks such 
as Diet Coke also offer zero 
nutrition and have no place 
in a child’s diet. With UDSA 
essentially giving such highly 
processed foods the “govern-
ment seal of approval,” future 
efforts to remove such prod-
ucts from schools will become 
even more challenging. The 
food industry will very likely 
point to the federal nutrition 

standards on competitive foods as the 
“new normal” in schools, potentially 
undermining advocates who wish to 
rid schools of these unhealthy pro-
cessed products altogether.
Competitive foods allow junk 
food companies to market to 
children. 

Maintaining the presence of 
fast food, soft drink, and junk food 
companies in public schools sends 
all the wrong messages to children. 
These companies are eager to sell 
their products in schools because they 
want to get kids hooked at an early 
age, to ensure brand loyalty for life. A 
vending machine that promotes Diet 
Coke versus Coke exploits children 
all the same. More important than the 

Maintaining the 
presence of fast food, 

soft drink, and junk 
food companies in 

public schools sends 
all the wrong 
messages to 

children. 
-- Michele Simon
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nutritional content are the branding 
messages that these products carry. 
Food corporations are happy to com-
ply with minor tweaks to their prod-
ucts to ensure their brands remain in 
schools. With these proposed nutri-
tion guidelines, USDA is helping to 
secure the inappropriate, exploitative, 
and harmful role these companies 
currently have in targeting children, 
in and out of schools.

To both maximize the eco-
nomic benefi t to schools and protect 
schoolchildren as well, USDA should 
assist and provide resources to help 

F O O D
schools that want to 
eliminate competi-
tive foods, as opposed 
to simply placing a 
healthy halo and gov-
ernment seal of ap-
proval upon highly 
processed and nutri-
tionally void products 
from companies seek-
ing only to target chil-
dren with their brands.

Michele Simon blogs at 
FoodSafetyNews.org. 
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CONGRESS 
EXPLOITS OUR 

FEARS 
R O N  P A U L

This week, as Americans were 
horrifi ed by the attacks in 
Boston, both houses of Con-
gress considered legislation 

undermining our liberty in the name 
of “safety.” Gun control continued 
to be the focus of the Sen-
ate, where an amendment 
expanding federal “back-
ground checks” to gun 
show sales and other pri-
vate transfers dominated 
the debate. While the back-
ground check amendment 
failed to pass, proponents 
of gun control have made 
it clear they will continue 
their efforts to enact new 
restrictions on gun owner-
ship into law.

While it did not 
receive nearly as much at-
tention as the debate on 
gun control, the House of 
Representatives passed 
legislation with signifi cant 
implications for individual 
liberty: the Cyber Intelli-
gence Sharing and Protec-
tion Act (CISPA). CISPA 
proponents claim that the 
legislation is necessary to 
protect Americans from 
foreign “cyber terrorists,” 
but the real effect of this 
bill will be to further erode 
Americans’ online privacy.

Under CISPA, 
Internet corporations are 
authorized to hand over the private 
information of American citizens to 
federal agents, as long as they can 
justify the violation of your privacy 
in the name of protecting “cyber se-
curity.” Among the items that may 
be shared are your e-mails, browsing 
history, and online transactions.

Like the PATRIOT ACT, 
CISPA violates the fourth amendment 
by allowing federal agencies to obtain 
private information without fi rst seek-

ing a warrant from a federal judge. 
The law also allows federal agen-
cies to pass your information along 
to other federal bureaucrats — again 
without obtaining a warrant. And the 
bill provides private companies with 
immunity from lawsuits regardless 
of the damage done to anyone whose 
personal information is shared with 
the government.

CISPA represents a troubling 
form of corporatism, where large 
companies cede their responsibility 

to protect their property to the federal 
government, at the expense of their 
customers’ privacy and liberty. In this 
respect, CISPA can be thought of as 
an electronic version of the Transpor-
tation Security Administration, which 
has usurped the authority over airline 
security from private airlines. How-
ever, CISPA will prove to be far more 
invasive than even the most robust 
TSA screening.

CISPA and the gun control 

bill are only the most recent examples 
of politicians manipulating fear to con 
the people into giving up their liber-
ties. Of course, the people are told the 
legislation is for “limited purposes,” 
but authority granted to government 
is rarely, if ever, used solely for the 
purpose for which it is granted. For 
example, the American people were 
promised that the extraordinary pow-
ers granted the government by the 
PATRIOT ACT would only be used 
against terrorism. Yet soon after the 

bill became law, reports sur-
faced that it was being used 
for non-terrorism purposes. 
In fact, according to data 
compiled by the American 
Civil Liberties Union, 76 
percent of the uses of the 
controversial “sneak-and-
peak” warrants where relat-
ed to the war on drugs!

Sadly, I expect the 
tragic attacks in Boston to 
be used to justify new re-
strictions on liberty. Within 
48 hours of the attack in 
Boston, at least one Con-
gressman was calling for in-
creased use of surveillance 
cameras to expand the gov-
ernment’s ability to monitor 
our actions, while another 
Senator called for a federal 
law mandating background 
checks before Americans 
can buy “explosive pow-
der.”

I would not be sur-
prised if the Transportation 
Security Administration 
uses this tragedy to claim 
new authority to “screen” 
Americans before they can 
attend sporting or other 

public events. The Boston attack may 
also be used as another justifi cation 
for creating a National ID Card tied 
to a federal database with “biometric” 
information. The only thing that will 
stop them is if the American people 
rediscover the wisdom of Benjamin 
Franklin that you cannot achieve se-
curity by allowing government to take 
their liberties! 

Ron Paul ran for president in 2012. 

CISPA represents a 
troubling form of 

corporatism, where 
large companies cede 
their responsibility to 

protect their property to 
the federal government, at 
the expense of their 
customers’ privacy 

and liberty.
-- Ron Paul

S E C U R I T Y
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RICHIE HAVENS’ 
UNWAVERING 

POLITICAL SPIRIT 
R A N D A L L  R O B E R T S 

People who experienced 
Woodstock through the lens 
of the 1970 documentary 
fi lm “Woodstock: 3 Days 

of Peace & Music,” can 
describe every contour 
of Richie Havens’ face. 
With focused eyes and a 
scraggly beard, the singer, 
songwriter, guitarist and 
activist, who died recently 
at age 72, is ingrained into 
a generation’s memory. 
In the fi lm and on record, 
you can hear the mantra 
that he offered echo across 
Max Yasgur’s farm, and 
that message has reso-
nated over the years to be-
come one of Woodstock’s 
archetypal performances.

“Freedom, free-
dom, freedom,” he 
sang, the camera close 
on his face as his hands 
strummed out a percus-
sive rhythm on his acous-
tic guitar, driven by a 
musician whose work in 
Greenwich Village in the 
early 1960s had laid the 
foundation for this world-
wide stage. As his two col-
laborators accompany him on guitar 
and congas, Havens’ fi nal song of his 
set feels like an opening argument — 
and served as a reminder of the Afri-

can rhythms that helped birth much of 
the music that would follow over the 
next 72 hours.

Havens’ message not only 
helped set the tone for the concert but 
also became part of a conversation 
about an unpopular war and a country 
that felt like it was losing its way. The 
artist offered such power throughout 
his musical life, even if his fame nev-
er ascended to the levels of some of 

his peers. 
That perhaps stands to rea-

son. His was a level of intensity that 
made Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young 

sound like the Kingston Trio, which 
didn’t endear him to an American 
mainstream then wrestling with the 
black power movement. Havens too 
was more commercially successful 
as an interpreter than as a songwrit-
er. To critics in love with iconoclasts 
such as Bob Dylan, the Beatles, Sly 
& the Family Stone and James Brown 
pushing at the fringes of songwriting, 
Havens never felt on equal aesthetic 

footing.
At Woodstock, Ha-

vens performed killer ver-
sions of the Beatles’ “Hey 
Jude,” “With a Little Help 
From My Friends” and trans-
formed the hallucinatory 
“Strawberry Fields” into a 
journey through a place of 
seeming peril. When Ha-
vens hit in the early 1970s 
with George Harrison’s 
“Here Comes the Sun,” he 
did so with an excitement 
of someone who seemed to 
understand the essence of a 
sunrise.

As a songwriter, he 
presented lyrics that illus-
trated his unwavering moral 
compass: He addressed crime 
and racial inequality with the 
same spirit that guided his 
love of the natural world, and 
over the years his ecological 
activism became as central to 
his creative spirit as political 
inequality.

Still, from a fan’s 
perspective, his best works are the re-
cords he made in the late ’60s after 
signing a management deal with Al-
bert Grossman, Bob Dylan’s longtime 

His was a level of intensity 
that made Crosby, 

Stills, Nash & Young 
sound like the 

Kingston Trio, which 
didn’t endear him to an 

American mainstream then 
wrestling with the black 

power movement.
-- Randall Roberts
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manager. The fi rst of these (his third 
studio album), called “Mixed Bag,” 
is an essential and unsung gem. Not 
only does it feature fantastic versions 
of Dylan’s “Just Like a Woman” and 
the Beatles’ “Eleanor Rigby,” but a 
thrilling rendition of New York pro-
to-punk band the Fugs’ “Morning, 
Morning.”

Havens released almost two 
dozen albums over his nearly 50-year 
musical life, moving from folk to 
electric blues (including a nice ver-
sion of Tom Waits’ “Ol’ 55”) and even 
collaborating in the early ’00s with 

smooth electronica group Groove Ar-
mada.

That Havens never achieved 
the universal fame of some of his 
Woodstock peers shouldn’t be seen as 
a failure. Rather, unlike many of the 
Woodstock generation who ditched 
politics and charity when they ac-
cepted their fi rst salaried position, or 
signed to major labels and chased hits 
at the expense of righteousness and 
purity of message, Havens never left 
his politics behind, treating his musi-
cal gifts as more of a means than an 
end.
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FORMING FOUND 
OBJECTS 

A N G E L I C A  N U N E Z

He walks toward me with 
a quiet humility, his head 
warmed by a beanie simi-
lar to what a Jesuit monk 

might wear. His warm sanguine eyes 
greet me with a kind of discerning 
confi dence. Fifty-one year old Paul 
Hogue came to Long Beach from an 
island north of Michigan to be part 
of the “Punk Rock” scene and “do 
art.” He welcomes me with hands ex-
tended and a slight Michigan accent. 
His hands are calloused from years 
of carving. A Long Beach native now 
for over 25 years, Paul was just now 
awarded the Distinguished Artist 
Award by the Arts Council of Long 
Beach at the Expo Building in Bixby 
Knolls on March 28th.

A sustainable artist, Paul is 
known for using recycled and “found 
objects” in his work. When doing 
some research on him I came across 

A R T
a YouTube video where he is riding 
his bike along a beach path strewn 
with objects from a recent storm. He 
describes his relationship with them. 
I listened to this forsaken prophet on 
top of a sand dune speak of how the 
“power of attraction” came upon him 
and he connected with nature, the true 
source of his imagination. His parents 
allowed him freedom to explore the 
natural world around him. “Nature 
has always been the real artist. I am 
just a vehicle to translate her lan-
guage.” The found object’s molecules 
are already locked in and ready to be 
transformed into something not seen 
before. In his sculptures for example 
it is diffi cult to identify his materials. 
You look at them with a whole new 
perspective, trying to imagine what 
they might be. Like the one that’s 
hanging at Viento y Agua, a beauti-
ful skeleton brightened by a color-
ful fl ower delicately placed upon its 
head. 

It’s fascinating how he ex-
plains his works. He not only tells you 
what he used, but when and where he 

found them. It’s like the process is as 
important as the piece itself. At times 
he recalls the exact moment when an 
object came into his life! 

Paul is doing a pretty good 
job of making a living as an artist. 
Last year he made close to $52,000. 
He has received many commissions 
and grants. And he’s grateful to other 
artists who have helped him get work 
over the years. This is enough for him 
to live on, but now that he is engaged 
he wants to be a good provider. His fi -
ancé is helping him with the business 
end of his career. 

With legs crossed Paul shares 
his creative process. I become a hum-
ble disciple and listen. He tells me 
about his latest object, a strange piece 
of wood with mangled limbs. “Some-
times you just see it and what it is to 
become and other times it becomes 
something completely different.” I 
begin to imagine it too: a dragon, a 
skeletal armature for a human? I am a 
believer. Paul has a wonderful gift for 
drawing you in to his world, getting 
you to make the leap with him. 










